After completing a 2nd year as Nebraska State president, I wanted to make sure one truly deserving person got recognition. That would be my wife, Catie McNew. Without her, this journey would not have been possible.

First off, I would not be State President the first time, let alone a second if it weren’t for Catie. In 2024, Catie wanted to move up in the organization to build herself, her state, chapter, and community. In doing so, someone needed to take her spot as Nebraska State President. That fool was me. Not knowing what I was getting into, she guided, advised, and supported me in every way possible. Talking me through, connecting me with resources, and helping at any capacity she could.

Fast forward to this current year, serving my second term, she was all the more supportive. This year brought many new challenges, higher expectations, and an even greater time commitment.  Catie remained supportive and resourceful. While planning our convention, Catie was a huge help. She could see my vision and was up to help at any capacity. From brainstorming, to arranging an NVP visit, and securing a room block at a hotel. Any time I needed assistance, she was there.
At times life seemed to be overwhelming. From weekly calls and meetings, to traveling, and yes at times pure frustration on my end. Somehow, she was always the voice of calm and reason. She understands the importance of service and leadership, and how important it is for us and our community. She has sacrificed a lot of her own time so that I can continue to serve others and the organization. 
Catie is more than a supportive wife. She is a true partner. Without her, I truly wouldn’t be able to do half of what I do. Her belief in me is one of a kind and extends outside of the Jaycees. From starting a business, to running and being elected to City Council, Catie is always there in my corner cheering me on. Anytime the phrase “I have an idea” comes out of my mouth, she braces herself and in normal Catie fashion she says “yeah, let’s do it” knowing there will be some work and sacrifice involved. 
All of this support came while balancing a busy family life, including a junior and a sixth grader who both play sports, adding to an already hectic schedule. Catie consistently puts others first. Especially her family. Everything she does, she does it with grace and makes it look easy. The unselfishness she has is definitely to be desired. 
Success is often forgotten that it’s mainly accomplished due to the people who stand beside them. And my accomplishments are a direct result of Catie. She is the true leader, and I am deeply grateful for her love and support.

Please consider Catie as a special partner for 2025. This experience would not have been the same and certainly not as successful without her.
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